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“What does the Lord require of you but to do justice,  
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.” 

 

As this familiar passage from Micah 6:8 tells us, we are called to walk and 
work and worship together as the Body of Christ, the Church. When we 
respond to Jesus’s call to discipleship in profound and life-changing ways 
and the light of Christ’s love shines forth in each and everyone one of us, 
we are doing the will of God. This is who we are as West Emory Presby-
terian Church. 

 

As we begin the year 2017 and reflect on the year gone past, there are so many bless-
ings for which we can be grateful and so many opportunities to serve our Lord open to 
us in the days ahead. 
 

The members and friends of West Emory Presbyterian Church continue to be led by the 
Spirit using our gifts and resources in remarkable ways for the ministry and mission of 
Jesus Christ. We have worshiped and prayed together, rejoiced and grieved together; 
worked, served, studied, and played together.  
 

Our worship bulletin reminds us each Sunday that:  
 “The Mission of our congregation is to grow as disciples of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ and to reach out into the community and the world in his name. Through 
worship, study, fellowship and outreach, we are committed to serve God with joy and 
enthusiasm and to welcome all persons into this family of faith, the Body of Christ.” 
   [continued on page 2] 

So...here’s the deal. I am hoping that our 

brief touch of winter is over and spring is 

really here to stay. I mean, really. The 

flowers are blooming; the birds singing; 

allergies beginning. What other signs do 

we need that change is bursting forth all 

around us? But then, we never know 

about the weather, do we? 
 

We do know that the Season of Lent is 

upon us beginning with Ash Wednesday 

and continuing through Holy Week and 

Easter. I invite you to take this time of 

Lent for personal reflection and prayer 

and be with your church family in worship.  

I am looking forward to our Lenten Ser-

mon Series on “24 Hours That Changed 

the World.” I am also delighted that my 

friend, Bruce Davies, will be vacationing in 

our area from Scotland and be in concert 

here on Sunday, March 26th at 7 pm.  
 

It won’t be long before the laughter of chil-

dren will fill the air as our new playground 

begins to take shape. I hope you will take 

a moment and celebrate with me the 

many wonderful accomplishments of our 

congregation noted in the Annual Report. 

We truly are blessed to be a blessing. 

  Affectionately, Miki 



[Annual Report continued] 
 
 

One glance at this Annual Report brings to mind all the many ways this congregation has taken seriously our Savior’s 
call to discipleship. Though we may be a smaller membership congregation, our care for one another and our outreach 
beyond our doors is outstanding. We are truly “The Little Church that Could, Did, and Does.” 
 

As a family of faith, year after year, we continue to experience the energizing and inspiring presence of the Holy Spirit 
working in our midst through the persons and ministries that are a part of our mission. 
 

A number of Significant Events highlight our life together this past year. 
 

In February we hosted a Valentine’s Day Dinner for residents of the halfway house at Mid-
way Rehabilitation Center in Knoxville. In April two of our military veterans, Doug McCall and 
Margaret Richardson, were honored for their service to our country with a trip to Washing-
ton, D.C. through the HonorAir Knoxville program and many of our members turned out for 
the celebration at the airport to welcome them home. Both also were presented during the 
year beautiful, hand-crafted patriotic quilts at church made by Carrol Blake as part of the 
Quilts of Valor Foundation program. 
 

Upon Louise Edwards’ Retirement in May, we recognized the remarkable contribution she has made to the worship 
and life of our congregation in her 30 years of service as our church’s pianist. In November we grieved with the resi-
dents of Gatlinburg and Sevier county of East Tennessee in the devastating wildfires that struck this area. Our church 
family responded with our Child Enrichment Center’s collection of food, water and clothing, donations to our presby-
tery’s East Tennessee Disaster Relief Fund and individual volunteers who helped in the Response Center.  

 

Worship continues to be the most important part of our life together as a family of faith. We 
are blessed by the gifts and talents of our choir and musicians as well as of the faithful and 
committed liturgists, acolytes and ushers. We have been feed spiritually in worship and 
through the Lenten Bible study series and Sunday School programs. Each year our worship 
experience is enhanced visually and artistically with the addition of a purple draped rugged 
cross during Lent that is then transformed and gives witness to the resurrection as an out-

standingly beautiful flower-bedecked cross on Easter Sunday.  
 

Our Annual “Kirkin’ of the Pumpkins” led by a bagpiper and other special worship services including the Baptism of the 
Lord, Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Pentecost, World Communion Sunday, All Saints Day, Reformation Sunday, 
and Advent services continue to enrich our worship experience. This past year our Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and 
Carols, Candlelight and Communion was again graced by the children’s depiction of the Nativity scene. Christmas Day 
was celebrated in worship with a birthday party for Jesus. A highlight of the year for our music program was the resto-
ration of our Steinway baby grand piano in the sanctuary and the addition of a new Kawai digital piano made possible 
through the generous donation of a church member. 
 

Our Pumpkin Patch ministry continues to be 
a blessing not only to this congregation and 
our neighbors, but also throughout our larg-
er community, across the state, and around 
the world. We sold $24,153.00 in pumpkins 
and, with extra donations and our 35% of 
sales, gleaned $9,246.55 to share with or-
ganizations and agencies like Knox Area Rescue Ministries (KARM), Family Promise of Knoxville, Living Waters for the 
World, Fisher House Foundation which ministers to wounded veterans and their families, John Knox Center, Second 
Harvest Food Bank, the Hunger Committee of our presbytery and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. Through the pro-
ceeds of the Pumpkin Patch and extra in donations by church members and the Child Enrichment Center families, we 
provided 75 families with Thanksgiving dinner through KARM’s Baskets of Hope ministry. Our community outreach 
through the Fall Festival provided arts and craft activities, bounce house and hayrides, as well as bake, craft and book 
sales that were enjoyed by all. The proceeds from this event helped pay for the Fall Festival expenses and are also be-
ing used to supplement our youth program.    [continued on page 3]            Page 2 
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It's registration time at West Emory! Our current families are re-registering their 

children for the Summer, Fall and Spring semesters. At the end of the month, we 

will see if we have any availability and welcome new children into our program for 

the new school year! 
 

The playground renovation is underway! Four Seasons Landscaping is 

doing a wonderful job clearing out the fenced-in area beside our parking lot for us to put together our new play-

set this weekend! We will be meeting Saturday, February 25th at 9:00 am to get started. Any volunteers are wel-

come and appreciated. If all goes well, we look forward to having our new playground completed the 

first week in March! Rain date, Saturday, March 4th 

News from Child Enrichment Center — Alicia McMillan, Director 
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Our active, hands-on involvement in local and area missions gives us a better 

understanding of the needs of our neighbors and our call to respond as we are 

able. Installation and maintenance of clean water systems in the Tennessee 

and Kentucky border area through Living Waters for the World Appalachian 

Network and the new “Under the Bridge” ministry to the homeless continue 

to be priorities for us. This past Christmas, through the leadership of the  
 

Women of West Emory, we helped bring a little warmth and love into the 
lives of our brothers and sisters in Christ by collecting hats, gloves, scarves, and socks for our Angel Tree, gifts for one 
of our Kid’s Hope family at A. L. Lotts School, and 100 Gift Bags filled with various items for Mobile Meals recipients. 
Our annual Undie Sunday brought in additional clothing items to share with others.  
 

Food donations for Smokey’s Pantry at UT Campus Ministry House, the monthly Two Cents-a-Meal Offering that sup-
ports a large number of local groups and agencies providing aid to those in need, as well as the annual Souper Bowl 
of Caring Offering all are ways this congregation helps make a difference in the lives of so many in our area.  
 

We still seek new ways to strengthen our ministry to and support of our Military and 
their families, Police Officers, Firefighters and First Responders in our community. Dur-
ing the year donations for various disaster and relief offerings were received along 
with the four special, ongoing offerings of our denomination—One Great Hour of Shar-
ing, Pentecost, Peace and Global Witness and Christmas Joy Gift. The Christmas Eve 
offering was designated for the East Tennessee Disaster Relief Fund of our presbytery 
and the Benevolence Fund has been used to provide financial assistance to church members and others in our com-
munity.  
 

This year our church family responded by generously donating over $6000 to a Special Lighting Campaign to replace 
the lighting in the sanctuary with new LED fixtures. We are grateful to Jim Whitehead, Jon Michel and others who 
gave their time and expertise to the installation of these fixtures. 
 

We continue to be excited about our mentoring outreach ministry to children through KIDS HOPE USA. In partnership 
with our neighborhood school, A. L. Lotts Elementary, our mentors are working one-on-one with three at-risk ele-
mentary students providing them academic and personal attention one hour a week. We are also pleased to be 
sponsors of Cub Scout Pack 865 which includes boys in the 1st through 5th grade and their leaders who meet 2 to 3 
times a month at the church. We look forward each December to our Cub Scouts participation in worship on Scout 
Sunday. We are pleased that we will be adding the sponsorship of a new Boy Scout troop in the fall of this year. 
 

Work days, yard sales, church dinners, the Palm Sunday pancake breakfast and the Easter egg hunt, Thanksgiving 
luncheon and picnic on the grounds, after worship fellowship times and the annual Christmas Open House provide 
opportunities for our members, friends and visitors to enjoy time together.   [continued on page 4] 
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March: 8 - Kay 

Mounger,  

9 - Cody Locklar,  

13 - Kay DeVore and 

Cimone Locklar,  

18 - Olivia Hensley;  

19 - Donna Vanderbilt, 

20 - Jim Felts, 23 - Susan Mann, 28 - Rena McAl-

ister 

April: 4 - Matthew Whitehead, 5 - Marilyn Felts 

and Arlo Atwood, 8 - Luis Porras, 10 - Gwen 

Bridge, 19 -Lulu Atwood, 30 - Ann Rust 

 

Sunday Worship Services begin at 10:30 am 

The “Monday Connection” Adult Class - 9:30 am 

   1—Ash Wednesday Service—7 pm 

   5—1st Sunday in Lent—Worship Service/Communion 

 Sermon Series 1: “The Last Supper” 
 Youth Group Bowling Night 

   8—Choir Rehearsal—7 pm 

  12—2nd Sunday in Lent—Worship Service 

 Sermon Series 2: “The Garden of Gethsemane” 
 2 Cents-a-Meal Offering 

  19—3rd Sunday in Lent—Worship Service 

 Sermon Series 3: “Condemned by the Righteous” 
  22—Choir Rehearsal—7 pm 

  23—Session Meeting —7 pm 

..26—4th Sunday in Lent—Worship Service 

 Sermon Series 4: “Jesus, Barabbas, and Pilate” 

Calendar of Events 
Remember….. 

Daylight Savings 

Time begins Sun-

day, March 12th 

Our Dinner for Eight program continues to grow as well as the Sunday morning class of adults, The Monday Connec-
tion. We look forward to expanding our education ministry for all ages even further.  
 

Our children and youth are participating in a variety of activities and ministries 
including serving as acolytes, ushers, liturgists, choir members and musicians, 
and childcare helpers. A number have experienced the benefits of attending 
presbytery and denominational-wide camps and conferences. Collin Patten 
attended the Horizon’s Conference at Maryville College this year and Matthew 
Whitehead was part of the staff at Youth Triennium this past summer. Our 
Women’s group continues the Prayer Shawl ministry, the collection of items 

for homeless ministries as well as meeting monthly for dinner and fellowship and leading the congregation in new 
outreach opportunities. 
 

One of our major ministries of the church, the West Emory Child Enrichment Center, continues to thrive as parents 
in our community find a safe and loving environment for the care of their children. We currently have around 65 chil-
dren at WECEC, ages 12 months through elementary age in the after school program, and a staff of 13. We are look-
ing forward to relocating our playground to the large, fenced-in field near the parking lot this spring.  
 

Our church’s flower beds and grounds, indoor plants and the week attention to the orderliness of our sanctuary as 
well as our myriad of repair needs that come from the active use of our facilities are attended to by the loving care of 
dedicated individuals for whom we are very grateful. Our newest challenge this year will be the repair of the founda-
tion problem in the kitchen/fellowship hall corner of our building and attention to an ongoing leak in the flat section 
of our roof. Through the generous giving of time, talents and financial resources of our members and friends, the 
ministry and mission of West Emory Church is strong and vibrant.  
 

In 2017 may we look forward to the future with great energy and expectancy. May the 
light of God continue to shine forth through us into our community; may our beautiful 
rose window remain a beacon of hope and love even in the darkest of nights; and may our 
lives joyfully reflect the presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

We at West Emory Church have much to be thankful for. 
As we have been so richly blessed, let us continue to be a blessing to others. 



Dear WEPC Family, 

I want to thank everyone so much for your prayers, love, and support fol-

lowing the loss of my Mom. It is hard to put into words how much our won-

derful WEPC family has meant to us over the past few years while Mom 

was ill. Also, Thank you for all of your cards and kind words of sympathy during this 

sad time. Your words were such a comfort. Mom loved WEPC and always felt at home with 

all of you all. Thank you again for everything.  

       Love, Sally, David, Ian and Cassie Little 

From the Angel Tree Recipient Family: 

Generous Soul, I truly could never thank you enough for making our Christmas. It 
was even the most special one that we have had in a while. I was not able to get 
(the children) anything but they loved everything and were so happy, they didn’t 
even miss their father since he left us. I cried with the most beautiful purse and 
EVERYTHING inside. I couldn’t believe it! It was so fantastic and had to tell the 
kids it was because my birthday was in one week. I will always appreciate what 
you’ve done.    Kid’s Hope USA family at 
       A. L. Lotts Elementary School 
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Benefit Concert for East Tennessee Disaster Relief 
 

Direct from Scotland, Bruce Davies, the Fife based and internationally acclaimed 

singer/song-writer/guitarist will be performing in a concert in East Tennessee at 

West Emory Presbyterian Church, Knoxville on Sunday, March 26th at 7:00 pm. 
 

A professional musician for over 31 years, Bruce has a wealth of experience in 

every conceivable performance situation. His work in Churches not only entertains 

but also inspires and encourages audiences of all Faiths and none. 
 

He is an award-winning singer/songwriter with an ‘easy on the ear’ style and, dur-

ing the Summer season is host and singer for Edinburgh’s premier Scottish Variety 

show, ‘The Spirit of Scotland.’ 
 

His career highlights include: - 2 concerts at the United Nations, New York, Edinburgh Fringe and Folk Festivals; 

most of Scotland’s top hotels; Wolftrap, Washington DC and the Bluebird Café, Nashville, TN.   
 

He has made many television and radio appearances, including BBC Songs of Praise with Isla St Clair and has sev-

en albums currently available, including the latest, ‘I Have Found Peace’, which is the first to showcase songs ex-

clusively relating to his Faith. 
 

Bruce is delighted to be back in East Tennessee for the first time since 2009. Although this is only his second ap-

pearance at West Emory Presbyterian Church, he is no stranger to East Tennessee. He made many friends during 

his five appearances at the Gatlinburg Scottish Festival and Games as well as with his appearances in other 

Churches in the area and on Channel 10. He looks forward to repeating the success of his previous visits. 
 

A suggested donation of $10+ per person will be received at the concert with all proceeds over costs going to the 

East Tennessee Disaster Relief Fund of the Presbytery of East Tennessee, PC(USA).  

 

Find out more at www.brucedavies.com 

Or, on Facebook – Bruce Davies – Singer/Songwriter/Musician from Scotland 

http://www.brucedavies.com


  Parents and Grand Parents….. 
 Have you Registered your child for Camp John Knox 2017 Yet? 
 
At Camp John Knox a camper can...Play fun and crazy 

games, water ski, hold a snake, participate in engaging  

Bible studies, challenge themselves on the High Ropes 

Course, make new friends and explore God’s creation. 

 

 With camps for all ages,  
  there is a place for you at John Knox.  
   A place for Faith.  
         A place for Adventure.  
     A place for Memories 
 

Information on Summer Camps is available on the hall bulletin board at 

the church or check out the website for more information—johnknoxcenter.org              Page 6 

Volume XII  Issue 527 

Cleaning out your closets or garage? 
 

Remember...When you donate clothing and 

household items to a KARM Thrift Store, let the 

attendant know you are from West Emory Pres-

byterian Church. Because of your generosity we 

receive Corners of Your Field gift cards that may 

be used in the KARM stores. We have donated 

our cards to individuals and families in our community who have 

benefited from a little extra support. Thank you for helping in-

crease our ability to reach out to others in the name of our Lord.  

Please Note… 
 

Ted and Joyce Bernard 
have move to be near  

family. Their new address 

is:  

  3720 Spring Creek Drive 

  Topeka, Kansas 66610 
 

Ted and Joyce have been vital members of our 

congregation and will be missed. They would 

love to hear from their church family.  

Annual Souper Bowl of Caring Offering Update 
 

Thank you to all who participated in this wonderful outreach ministry once again. We col-

lected $295.79 through the Souper Bowl of Caring Offering and our monthly 2 Cents-a-

Meal Offering which will be used for hunger relief in our area through local agencies. 
 

In addition, 450 non-perishable food items were collected by our congregation and given to Smokey’s Pantry locat-

ed at Tyson House, the Lutheran/Episcopal Campus Ministry at the University of Tennessee. Working with our Pres-

byterian Campus Ministry, these donations will help provide food for those students who may not be able to afford 

to be on a food plan and/or are finding themselves often going hungry. Donations to the Pantry is an ongoing min-

istry for us. 

The Latest from the Adult Studies Class 

Starting February 26, The Monday Connection Sunday School Class will begin a new 

study, The Return of the Prodigal Son by Henri J.M. Nouwen. He recounts this biblical sto-

ry through the analysis of the three major characters, the two sons and their father as he 

“saw” each of them in Rembrandt’s painting.    
 

The format of this class is facilitated discussion. This interesting format allows for diverse teaching styles and 

introspection on the lesson. Class members bring a variety of experience from their own faith journey. 
 

Come and join in on the discussion. You’ll be amazed how much one can learn from reading, sharing insights, 

and listening to each other. The Monday Connection Class meets at 9:30 a.m. Grab a cup of coffee and join us.   



Sharing God’s Healing and Comforting Presence 
 

In February of 2007 a small group of West Emory women joined a world-wide ecumenical 

ministry of providing “healing shawls” for those in need of a tangible reminder of God’s 

love and comfort and care. With each stitch blessings are lovingly and prayerfully knitted 

or crocheted into each colorful shawl that in turn is given to those who might be going 

through a bad patch in life, who are ill or grieving, or who may be experiencing new and 

even positive changes in their lives like the birth of a new baby.  

 

When the shawls are completed they are offered up to God for blessing through the prayers of the congregation in 

worship before they are sent on their way. If you know of someone you would like to receive a prayer shawl, please 

contact Pastor Miki. We give thanks for those who continue to create the beautiful shawls for this ministry. 
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Please mark your calendars for two upcoming youth events in March: 
 

Sunday, March 5th - WEPC Bowling Night. WEPC youth and families are invited for an even-

ing of food fellowship and bowling! Details to follow. 
 

Sunday, March 26th - Presbytery of East Tennessee Youth Group Cluster Event.  We will be 

volunteering with KARM from 3-4:30 pm the afternoon of the 26th and then gathering for 

food and a devotional service with youth from several churches in our Presbytery. Location 

is yet to be determined. 
 

Save these dates and I hope to see you on the 5th! - Peace, Seth Fischer 

Lenten Sermon Series Begins 
Jesus is believed to have died at the age of 33 after a life of approximately 12,000 

days. The Gospel writers devoted most of their work to just 1,000 or so of those 

days, the last 3 years of his life; and their primary interest was in one particular 

day—the day he was crucified. They believed this 24-hour period changed the world, 

and each of the Gospels drives toward it.  
 

Beginning Thursday evening after sunset and lasting on through Friday, Jesus would 

eat the Last Supper with his disciples; pray in the garden of Gethsemane; be be-

trayed and deserted by his friends; be convicted of blasphemy by the religious au-

thorities; be tried and sentenced for insurrection by Pontius Pilate; be tortured by Roman soldiers; and undergo 

crucifixion, death, and burial. 
 

The suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ represent the pinnacle of the gospel and the completion of 

God’s saving work through Jesus. 
 

On Sunday, March 5th, we begin a Lenten Sermon Series on “24 Hours That Changed the World” utilizing the 

remarkable and moving insights of Adam Hamilton in his book by the same title and others. Please join us in wor-

ship at 10:30 am for this remarkable and life-inspiring journey in the life of our Lord. 

 

We welcome 

Henry Michael 

Devore, son of 

Michael and 

Lexi Devore, 

who came into 

the world on Valentine’s Day. Kay Devore 

is the proud Grandmother. 

A Reminder:  
 

The Session meets for its  

regular Stated Meeting on  

Thursday, Feb 23rd at 7 pm. 

[Please note date change] 

 

 

 

March 1st at 7 pm 
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1035 Emory Church Road@ 

Westland Drive 

Knoxville, Tennessee 37922 

 

Phone: 865-690-5333 

www.westemorypresbyterianchurch.org 

minister@westemorypresbyterianchurch.org 

The Mission of our congregation is to grow as disciples of our Lord and Savior  

Jesus Christ and to reach out into the community and the world in his name. 

Through worship, study, fellowship and outreach, we are committed to serve God 

with joy and enthusiasm and to welcome all persons into this family of faith,  

the Body of Christ. 

 W e s t  E m o r y  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  

Ministers: 
  The Congregation 
Pastor: 
  The Rev. Dr. Augusta B. “Miki” Vanderbilt 
Music Director: 
  Gwen Bridge 

Pianist: 

  Karen Cobb 

Clerk of Session: 
  Belinda McCall 

Treasurer: 
  Bill Hall 

Christian Ed. Coordinator: 
  Linda Whitehead 
Director of Child Enrichment Center: 
  Alicia McMillian 

The Season of Lent 
 

Lent is a time of self-reflection and penitence, a time to acknowledge our sinfulness and need 

for God’s mercy. From the church’s earliest days, Lent was a time of preparation for baptism of 

new converts and penitence leading to the reconciliation of those estranged from the communi-

ty. Mirroring the forty days of Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness, the season of Lent begins 

forty-six days before Easter Sunday. Because every Sunday was to be a celebration of the resur-

rection and therefore not a day of fasting, the Sundays of Lent are not included in the forty peni-

tential days of Lent. 
 

On Ash Wednesday, Christians are invited to enter a period of self-examination, repentance, prayer, fasting, and 

self-denial. We are called to use these forty days as a time of reflection on our sins, the ways that we separate our-

selves from God and from one another. Thus it is easy to characterize Lent as the somber, solemn period of the 

church year, but there is also joy to be found in the journey. The juxtapositions of mortality and eternity, sin and 

grace, death and life, make the path to Jesus’ cross and tomb a rugged, rewarding terrain. Ashes on the forehead 

or hand are a sign of our humanity and a reminder of our mortality. Lent is not a matter of being good, and wearing 

ashes is not showing off one’s faith. The ashes are a reminder to us and our communities we are finite creatures: 

“Remember, that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
 

The Ash Wednesday  worship service is very spiritually moving and inspiring. If you have not participated before, 

you are encouraged to do so this year as a way of enriching your journey of faith. 
 

Ash Wednesday Service - March 1 at 7 pm 


